Introduction/Purpose: During the last twenty years, studies comparing total ankle replacement (TAR) and ankle arthrodesis (AA) appear to demonstrate lower complication rates with TAR than with AA. However, advances in implant technology and surgical techniques have dramatically reduced complication rates. As a result, studies comparing TAR and AA require more patients to detect differences in rare events. Despite this, few epidemiologic studies have been performed examining short-term outcomes after TAR and AA using a contemporary patient population. The purpose of the current study was to compare perioperative outcomes after TAR and AA using patient data from the American College of Surgeons-National Surgical Quality Improvement Program (ACS-NSQIP) database between 2012 and 2017.
